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ABOUT THE METRIC
® HOUSEHOLD FOOD SECURITY SURVEY MODULE

® INTERNATIONALLY VALIDATED & RELIABILITY TESTED

® USED FOR NATIONAL MONITORING IN CANADA AND US
® EMBEDS FOUR CONSTRUCTS AND PRODUCES FOUR CATEGORIES
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POLICY-SENSITIVITY OF THE METRIC
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A SUPERB POPULATION HEALTH INDICATOR
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THIS METRIC COMPARED WITH OTHERS
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THEREFORE, THE HOUSEHOLD

FOOD INSECURITY METRIC IS AN

IDEAL INDICATOR FOR DEMONSTRATING
NEED FOR POLICY CHANGE AND
BENCHMARKING POLICY IMPACTS




Moreover, household food
Insecurity Is a poor policy problem
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HOUSEHOLD FOOD INSECURITY 1S A
TOTALLY UNMANAGEABLE 1SSUE

® THE PROBLEM IS POORLY DEFINED (VARIABLY FROM FOOD BANK USE TO HUNGRY
CHILDREN OR SENIORS)

® THE PROBLEM IS POORLY UNDERSTOOD (RELATED TO OBESITY, POOR FOOD CHOICES,
LACK OF BUDGETING)

® THE PROBLEM IS CONFLATED WITH FOOD (FOOD IS NEEDED TO BE FOOD SECURE)
® THE PROBLEM SERVES AS A RHETORICAL DEVICE TO CONVEY MORAL OUTRAGE

® THE PROBLEM HAS NETTED NO MEANINGFUL POLICY SOLUTIONS




IN SUM, A PROBLEM WITHOUT POLICY
SOLUTIONS




Embedded but apart from food

security policy and other
discussions, e.g., affordable housing

Why Is this important?




If we abandoned work on
distinguishing the problem, we
might actually reduce the deep
poverty that characterizes it




If GAI Is the solution, then food
Insecurity cannot be the problem
but a reduction of HFI rates
would be the test of Its Impact
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